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Minutes of the VILLAGE BOARD MEETING of the Board of Trustees of the 

Village/Town of Mount Kisco held on Monday, June 17, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. in the Frank J. 

DiMicco Board Room, Village Hall, 104 Main Street, Mount Kisco, New York. 

 

  Present:  Mayor Gina Picinich 

     Deputy Mayor Jean Farber 

     Trustee Karen Schleimer 

     Trustee Isidoro Albanese 

 

 Also Present:  Edward Brancati, Village Manager 

Kenneth Famulare, Assistant Village Manager 

Whitney Singleton, Village Attorney 

  

  Absent:   Trustee Peter Grunthal 

 

 

Mayor Picinich opened the Village Board Meeting and asked everyone to rise for the 

pledge of allegiance.   She asked everyone to please remain standing to say that all of our 

students are finishing up their school years, we wish them all good luck as they go into 

finals and wish everyone a safe and fun summer.  

 

Continuation of Public Hearing to Amend Chapter 61 of the Village Code 

 

Mayor Picinich began by saying that this meeting begins with a continuation of a 

public hearing to amend Chapter 61 of the Village Code.  This is in regards to the PACE 

legislation that currently is in our code, but that has been amended by the State.  This 

program provides financing to homeowners and business owners to make improvements, 

specifically for solar energy.   There was no public comment at this time.  

 

Deputy Mayor Farber wanted to say that this is a continuation of something that we 

have passed.  This current version is even more in our favor than the prior version already 

in the Village Code.  She also noted that there is not a lot of leeway for the Village to make 

any edits as the legislation is universal throughout the State.  

 

Trustee Albanese stated that it is all positive for the Town and for the residents.  

Trustee Schleimer stated that this takes the burden off of the municipality and is a 

much better law for us in terms of our participation and having the responsibility to recover 

funds on the back end.  It is a step forward in the right direction.  She urged the writers of 

such legislation to be sensitive to some issues if they expect all the municipalities to pass 

this without any variation.   

 

Mayor Picinich recommended to Trustee Schleimer, that if she had specific 

recommendations, to send them up to the State for review for the next version of this 

legislation.  

 

Mayor Picinich made a motion and was seconded by Trustee Albanese to close the 

public hearing, all in favor:  

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 
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 Mayor Picinich made a motion and was seconded by Deputy Mayor Farber to repeal 

the current Chapter 61 of the Code of the Village/Town of Mount Kisco in it is entirety and 

replace it with the new proposed Chapter 61 for the Code of the Village/Town of Mount 

Kisco, all in favor:  

 Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

 

 

Continuation of Public Hearing to discuss Special Use Permit for Communication 

Tower on Mountain Ave 

 

Mayor Picinich opened up the public hearing for the special use permit for the 

communication tower on Mountain Avenue.  In attendance are Mr. David Kenny 

representing Crown Castle, representatives from the Metropolitan Transportation Authority 

(MTA), and Mr. Michael Musso who is an RF Engineer and consultant for the Village on this 

project.  Mayor Picinich provided the following framework on the project; there is a need for 

the MTA for emergency services to be able to have connectivity where the plan was for the 

MTA to put a monopole on their property by the train tracks on Kisco Avenue.  That was not 

something that was preferable for the Village because this would be a cellular 

communications system in the middle of our Village.  After more than a year working with 

the MTA, we connected them with Crown Castle to have a conversation about raising the 

tower that currently exists on Mountain Avenue and has been there for twenty (20) years.  

It seemed like this location was the optimal situation based on what the need was and 

based upon the alternative.  So working diligently with a variety of people, the Planning 

Board has reviewed information, this Board has reviewed information, we’ve hired a 

consultant to decipher and analyze the data, so here is how this process works.  This Village 

Board would issue, if it so desires, a special use permit.  The Board of Trustees has 

jurisdiction to issue a special permit for this particular structure.  We deferred to the 

Planning Board for the environmental review, they issued a negative declaration.  We also 

referred to the Planning Board for the site plan approval which is how it will look on the 

property along with all of the engineering for the project.  They have worked closely with 

Crown Castle and the MTA to establish the need for this change to be made, which the 

Planning Board has done by issuing their site plan approval resolution for this to get done.  

 

Mr. Kenny from Crown Castle began by thanking the Board for allowing him to be 

there.  Since the last time they met, they had responded to all of the consultants comments 

including revising the drawings and revising some of the reports and photo simulations.  

They were also able to revise the design for T-Mobile to be more aesthetically pleasing.  

They reduced their mass and number of antennas as well as positioned their location to be 

inside the MTA’s bracket on the tower itself.  They worked with the Village to make sure 

that all the needs of the different carriers were reviewed and would be able to be provided 

with the finalized plans.  Mr. Kenny believes that this facility strikes a balance between 

meeting the infrastructure needs of the carriers and the MTA’s emergency communication 

equipment as well as minimizing the aesthetic impact and providing the tower that the 

Village seems to desire.   Crown Castle respectfully requests that the application be 

approved and that he is happy to answer any questions that the Board or public may have.  

This application has also been reviewed by the Village’s consulting RF Engineer, Mr. Musso.  

 

Mr. Musso began by saying that his company, HDR, was hired by the Village to 

review this application.  The report submitted was extremely comprehensive to document all 
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the information that was reviewed and all the supplemental information that was requested.  

They had a project meeting on May 8, 2019, and was happy to see the responsiveness with 

the questions that we asked as well as the questions posed by others including the Village 

planning consultant and others on the Planning Board.  The tech memo is based on the 

background history of the Village owned property and that it is an existing cell site.  It 

accommodates two (2) of the four (4) carriers that service the area, T-Mobile and AT&T, on 

an 86-foot tall pole.  There is a height increase that is being proposed as part of this action, 

replacing the current pole that is 86 feet in height with a new pole that is 109 feet in height 

with the MTA sitting on top of the new pole.  One of the key things that they looked at is 

coverage and capacity or service from the commercial carriers as well as the MTA.  They 

looked at the testimonies provided by MTA and determined that their radio frequency needs 

are unique.  They found that raising the height and having the MTA antennas on top is 

reasonable and appropriate.  They then looked at the commercial carriers, AT&T which is up 

there now would slide over to the new pole at the same height; T-Mobile is looking to 

increase their height on the new pole.  They received, requested, and reviewed a lot of 

information from T-Mobile and they feel that the height increase is justified for T-Mobile.  

They also reviewed the coverage from other towers and were able to determine that this 

tower will provide new service and new coverage for the carriers.  The coverage that exists 

for T-Mobile now is optimistic at best, with the tree line it is extremely hard to find a signal.  

They also looked at Verizon, which would be new to this site, and would be placed in 

between T-Mobile and AT&T on the new tower.  In looking at all of that information, Crown 

Castle has addressed all the concerns that the public and the Board have had, and they feel 

there is a need for these carriers and the height is appropriate.   

 

Deputy Mayor Farber asked if Mr. Musso was comfortable with this plan.  Mr. Musso 

replied that he did, the Village has a unique way of monitoring this site being that it is on 

Village owned property. 

  

Trustee Schleimer stated that she had trouble determining coverage due to her maps 

not being in color, but from what she understands part of the review is subject to the 

applicant demonstrating that the facility is needed to provide coverage to an area of the 

Village that currently has inadequate coverage.  We were looking at putting in cell towers in 

other areas of the Village, we did an informal survey to find out where the gaps were, and 

the feedback that she received was that the lack of service or gap was on the Rt. 172 

corridor for Verizon.  She needed to justify for herself and the residents that there is indeed 

a need to increase the coverage, and why, especially in light of the fact that the technology 

is now moving to 5G.   

 

Mayor Picinich replied that Mr. Musso’s report provides all that information in detail.  

 

Mr. Musso replied that surveys could be deceiving sometimes so they may be skewed 

where people have coverage or not.   The other thing about these maps is that capacity is 

just as much of an issue as coverage.  Things have changed in the last five (5) years, so it’s 

not just about coverage it is also about providing the service that people need in terms of 

data and apps.  Looking at the demographics that are put into these coverage maps, it is all 

about boosting up service as well.  We see the 5G being advertised, it is not rolled out in 

our region, but it will be, and if any of these frequencies that were put into these coverage 

maps or the radio frequency emission report, 5G may introduce new frequencies; so they 

would be subject to return for modification and review prior to any updates.  Mr. Musso 

continued to say that with all the technical information that was provided there is 

justification for this tower.   
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Mayor Picinich asked again if there was any comment from the public. There was no 

comment at this time.  

 

Mayor Picinich made a motion and was seconded by Trustee Albanese to close the 

public hearing, all in favor: 

 Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

 

 

1) Communications:   

a. Woodland Street Block Party - October 5, 2019 

 

  A motion was made by Trustee Albanese and was seconded by Deputy Mayor Farber 

to approve the Woodland Street Block Party for October 5, 2019 with a rain date of October 

6, 2019, all in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

 

b. Resignation- Leonard Park Committee 

 

 The Board accepted the resignation of Michael Zucker from the Leonard Park Committee.  

 

c. Resignation – Recreation Commission 

 The Board accepted the resignation of Kristin Bruno from the Recreation Commission. 

 

d. Application- Recreation Commission 

  A motion was made by Trustee Albanese and was seconded by Deputy Mayor Farber 

to appoint Christy McGinn to the Recreation Commission to fill the unexpired term of Kristin 

Bruno, all in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

 

e. Letter from Adrene Cohen 

 

Mayor Picinich read the following letter from Adrene Cohen: 

 

 This morning I locked myself out of my house and called the Mt. Kisco Police 

Department for assistance. Officers Scott Forsythe and Pete Carcaterra arrived within 10 

minutes to help me. They were not only sympathetic to my situation they broke down my 

door with my permission so that I could leave my home to keep an appointment in White 

Plains.  

They secured my residence and had someone come so that the door frame could be 

repaired while I kept my appointment.  
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I have lived in Kisco for 33 years and never sought help from the police before. 

However, today I am proud to say that our officers are the finest and could not be more 

appreciative of them.  

Please note that they went above and beyond any expectation and helped when I 

thought all hope was lost.  

My congratulations to the department, for having such fine and outstanding officers 

supporting this Town/Village.  

I feel safe knowing Pete and Scott are protecting all of us and will always be there 

when needed. 

 

2) Petitions: None. 

 

3) Board Committee and Commission Reports: None. 

 

4) Village Manager’s Reports:  

a. Water Report 

Mr. Brancati began by saying that total water production for the month of May was a 

little less than 41 million gallons for an average of 1.3 million gallons per day.  The reservoir 

is at 100% capacity and the Leonard Park wells remain off.  

 

b. Knowlton Avenue - No Left Turn Sign addition 

Mr. Brancati stated that the Traffic Rules and Regulations Register is hereby 

amended to include the following: 

Knowlton Ave: No left turn sign shall be erected at the intersection of Knowlton Ave 

and North Bedford Road for Knowlton Avenue westbound traffic.  

 

5) Board Reports:  

Deputy Mayor Farber began by saying that she hoped all the fathers enjoyed Father’s 

Day.  On June 12th the Historical Society held its last monthly meeting until September; a 

lot was discussed including its new home which will be ready to move in to by the end of 

July.  The Kirbyville Schoolhouse has finally gotten a good bill of health and is ready to be 

used and visited once again.  She continued to say that the Historical Society, under the 

guidance of Ralph Vigliotti and Michael, is applying to have the Kirbyville Historical 

Landscape included in the State and National Register of Historic Places program.  On 

Wednesday, June 12th the Mount Kisco Arts Council kicked off their summer concert series 

right outside Village Hall in Fountain Park.  There was an 18-piece jazz orchestra that 

included world renowned musicians.  Those who were in attendance were wowed.  The next 

concert will highlight Asaran Earth Trio which will share stories and songs from around the 

world; perfect for the whole family.  Please check the concert schedule on the website and 

also if you miss any of the concerts, they will be available to view on our website and cable 

channel as well.  The Arts Council is also working on opening its pop-up gallery in the center 

of town.  The concert series in Leonard Park is set to start July 11th and will run for four (4) 

Thursdays through August 4th.  On Thursday, June 13th, the Chamber of Commerce had 

their annual luncheon and introduced their new Board member where Mayor Picinich gave 

her State of the Village address that was well received.  On Friday, June 14th, the Mount 

Kisco Little League celebrated another successful season with their annual awards barbecue 

in Leonard Park.  Congratulations to all the players, coaches, moms, dads, sponsors, and 

everyone who made this program so exciting and meaningful.  Coming up on June 21st put 

on your comfortable shoes and celebrate National Pollinators Week coordinated by the CAC, 

the Historical Society, Tree Board, and Trails team as we will discover the peninsula 

wetlands and enjoy a water history tour.  Thank you to all our volunteers who enjoy keeping 

our trails clean and discussing wildlife and nature for all to enjoy.  Deputy Mayor Farber 
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ended by inviting everyone to the First Northern Westchester Jewish Festival on Sunday 

June 23rd.  It will be a day of music, food, and fun for the whole family.   

 

Trustee Schleimer began by saying that she wanted to give the public a heads up on 

two (2) laws that were passed by our legislature.  There is a bill that prohibits consumer 

credit agencies from charging a fee for the placement, removal, or temporary lift of a 

security freeze following a consumer credit report agency data breach.  There is another one 

effective June 26th that increases the applicability of plain language law to consumer 

contracts involving amounts up to $100,000.  It is always good to know what’s up.  

Information for filing utility complaints can be filed online with the Department of Public 

Service at www.dps.ny.gov or call 800-342 -3377.  She continued to say that she received a 

request from Ride Connect, which is a local non-profit group that provides rides for people 

in need who are looking for volunteers.  Please call 914-242-7433 to volunteer.  Trustee 

Schleimer continued to say that all dogs must be licensed in Westchester County, please 

visit the tax office in Village Hall to license your dogs.  She wanted to mention again a scam 

relating to someone who had placed an obituary for her husband, her mail was then 

forwarded out of state and people attempted to open credit cards in her name.  Apparently 

you can transfer your mail online or with yellow cards without any ID at all.  She is meeting 

with the Westchester County District Attorney to discuss this matter further.   Trustee 

Schleimer also invited everyone to join one of the nature walks over the weekend in 

celebration of National Pollinators Week.  She encouraged everyone to do it; it is an easy 

walk and is beautiful.  

 

Trustee Albanese began by saying that he hoped all the fathers had a great day.  It 

was great to spend the day with his boys.  He continued to say that he is very proud to walk 

in our town, besides the thirteen (13) adopted areas, many business owners and residents 

have adopted their own little areas.  There is a meeting set up to discuss the landscape at 

the intersection of Rt. 172 and Rt. 117, and there will be some areas to adopt to make that 

side of town look better.  Trustee Albanese stated that it was good to hear from the 

merchants and hear their expectations at the annual luncheon.  All he hears from anyone 

coming into the town is how positive their experience is with the Planning Board, Building 

Department, and Village Manager.  The Chamber of Commerce is excited about this year’s 

Septemberfest; they plan for it to be bigger and better; September 13-15, 2019.  He 

continued to thank all the coaches and sponsors for their commitment and dedication to 

support our youth and to teach them the great game of baseball.  

 

Mayor Picinich began by saying that she and Mr. Brancati were with Congresswoman 

Lowey, County Executive George Latimer, Deputy County Executive Ken Jenkins, and other 

officials regarding Community Development Block Grants (CDBG) in Westchester.  The 

Village/Town of Mount Kisco was awarded grants to replace the water main, storm water 

infrastructure, sidewalks, curbing, and road resurfacing for the entire length of Woodland 

Street and for the Fox Senior Center in order to update the heating, ventilation, air 

conditioning (HVAC), electrical, and other items that need to be maintained and upgraded.  

We have gotten grants in the past for sidewalks along North Moger Avenue and Carpenter 

Avenue and for the new senior bus, as we continue to look for alternative means of revenue 

that we don’t have to levy on the taxpayers.  Mayor Picinich continued to say that she 

attended a shared services meeting, another countywide initiative in order to identify shared 

services opportunities to reduce costs.  One of the things that Westchester is working on is 

a strategic or comprehensive plan for cellular service looking at the coverage from a broader 

prospective rather than each individual municipality.  She continued to remind everyone 

that we are heading into summer and the Village has a specific strategy to maintain 

property around the Village.  Those areas that are by waterways are no-mow zones; you 

will see that grass getting higher and that is by design to ensure the health of the shoreline.  
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We also do not use pesticides which means you will see dandelions and clover.  She also 

wanted to let the pubic know that there are some alternate positions on our Architectural 

Review Board, Planning Board, and the Zoning Board of Appeals.  Our government runs, not 

just by Village staff alone, but also through all that happens with these volunteer boards.  If 

you are interested in participating, please email Village Manager Edward Brancati to relay 

that information to the Board.  Mayor Picinich finished by saying that there is still some 

room in the community solar project.  Everyone has the opportunity and if you are an 

energy customer in Mount Kisco you can save on your energy bill.  Sign up and receive 10% 

off your bill.   

 

 

6) Old Business:  

a. Resolution issuing Special Use Permit for Communication Tower on Mountain 

Ave.  

i. Crown Castle – Tech Memo 

ii. Resolution for Board of Trustees to Issue Special Use Permit 

iii. Planning Board – SEQRA Negative Declaration 

iv. Planning Board Resolution Authorizing Site Plan Approval  

Trustee Schleimer began by saying that she would ask the Board to consider with 

respect to paragraph 15, that we consider changing that in one of two ways or both; that it 

shall be remediated within 180 days of receiving a Temporary Certificate of Occupancy 

(TCO) and that the permanent Certificate of Occupancy (CO) not be issued until in fact the 

remediation has been accomplished, the alternative is she asks that a bond be posted to 

make sure that this happens.   

Mr. Singleton replied that through discussion with the Planning Board, a final CO 

would not be issued for the antenna until the existing facility is removed and all 

communications are operational on the new site.  According to the Village code, that length 

of time cannot exceed 180 days.  If they do not comply with that requirement of the code, 

they will be operating in violation to the tune of $1,000 a day.  

 

A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Farber and was seconded by Trustee Albanese 

to adopt the following resolution:  

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

VILLAGE OF MOUNT KISCO 

 

AMENDED SPECIAL 

USE PERMIT APPROVAL 

CROWN CASTLE 

1 MOUNTAIN AVENUE 

 

Section 69.56, Block 4, Lots 6 & 7 

June 17, 2019 

WHEREAS, the subject property consists of two (2) parcels totaling ±32.36 acres of 

land located at 1 Mountain Avenue and within the Conservation (CD) Zoning District (“the 

subject property”); and  

WHEREAS, the subject property is identified on the Village Tax Maps as Section 

69.56, Block 4, Lot 7 and a portion of Section 69.56, Block 4, Lot 6, both of which are 

owned by the Village of Mount Kisco; and  

WHEREAS, Lot 6 is comprised of ±31.93 acres of land and, while it contains an 

access road off of Mountain Avenue and utilities, Lot 6 is primarily undeveloped forest; and  

WHEREAS, Lot 7 is comprised of ±0.43 acre of land and is developed with a Village-

owned water tower, 86-foot monopole cellular telecommunications tower and associated 

equipment shelter, fencing, and other utilities; and  
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WHEREAS, the subject property is not located within the Village’s Personal Wireless 

Service Facilities (PWSF) Overlay Zone; however, the subject property has contained a 

telecommunications facility since approximately the mid-1990s; and  

WHEREAS, CCATT,LCC (“the applicant”), otherwise known as Crown Castle, 

currently leases a portion of the subject property from the Village/Town of Mount Kisco; 

Crown Castle is wireless telecommunications infrastructure company that builds and leases 

space on its towers for commercial carriers and other entities, such as the Metropolitan 

Transportation Authority (MTA); and  

WHEREAS, the existing tower has an overall height of 86’ AGL and currently 

accommodates two (2) wireless service providers, AT&T (located at 84’ AGL) and T-Mobile 

(located at 74’ AGL); and  

WHEREAS, the applicant is proposing to remove the existing tower and related 

equipment and is proposing its replacement via the construction of a new monopole tower 

with a maximum height of 109’ AGL (127.7’ AGL to top of lightning rod); the below table 

provides a summary of the existing and proposed antennas: 

 
WHEREAS, while the existing tower and equipment compound area is located 

entirely on Lot 7, the compound area is proposed to be expanded by approximately 530 s.f. 

onto a portion of Lot 6; the tower location is proposed to be shifted approximately 25-feet 

to the south from that of the existing tower; and  

WHEREAS, the proposed action includes the reconfiguration and expansion of the 

fenced compound area to accommodate the equipment necessary for the above-referenced 

wireless carriers and the MTA; and  

WHEREAS, the below table summarizes the ground-based equipment located within 

the fenced compound area; and 

WHEREAS, as identified above, the applicant is proposing to re-install antennas for AT&T at 

the same elevation as the existing (84’ AGL), relocate T-Mobile antennas to a greater height 

(74’ AGL to 104’ AGL), install a new antenna array for Verizon (94’ AGL) and accommodate 

two (2) new antennas for the MTA; and 

WHEREAS, the number of antennas devoted to T-Mobile is proposed to increase 

(from three (3) to eight (8) antennas) and the size of T-Mobile’s antennas is increasing 

(from 72” x 12” to 96” x 24” and 57” x 13”); and 

WHEREAS, while the number and location of AT&T antennas is proposed to remain 

the same, the size (width) of the proposed AT&T Antennas is nearly doubling (from 12” wide 

to 20” wide); and 
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WHEREAS, the proposed 109-foot tower is proposed as a conventional monopole 

tower which will have maximum diameter of 49.5” at the base of the tower and 20” at the 

top of the tower; and  

WHEREAS, the applicant has confirmed that no tower lighting is proposed or 

required; and  

WHEREAS, it is anticipated that the proposed tower could accommodate one (1) 

additional future wireless carrier at a height of 74’ AGL; however, this potential future 

carrier location is not part of the instant application; and  

WHEREAS, the height of the proposed tower is being primarily precipitated by MTA’s 

antenna height requirements to secure regional police communications and security 

facilities; and  

WHEREAS, the MTA has testified that the two (2) proposed MTA whip antennas 

(maximum height 126.7’ AGL), positioned 17.7’ above the top of the proposed tower, is 

necessary to provide “critical cover” for public safety in Mount Kisco and surrounding 

municipalities; the MTA facility will be integrated into its regional network of sites that 

provide essential emergency services to transportation hubs, rail corridors, major roadways, 

the MTA Police, and local emergency service providers; and  

WHEREAS, the applicant has testified that if the subject property cannot be 

developed as proposed, the MTA would be forced to construct two (2) or more new tower 

sites at lower elevations, likely near train station hubs and along the railroad; and  

WHEREAS, the applicant has stated that one such location would be on MTA 

property located between Kisco Avenue and the railroad at a far greater gross height than 

being proposed in the instant application, resulting in visual impacts that would be far more 

significant; and  

WHEREAS, the applicant has demonstrated that the maximum Radio Frequency 

(RF) levels are anticipated to be less than 15% of the FCC’s general public limit at ground 

level and in proximity to the tower; and  

WHEREAS, as currently configured, the proposed action will result in the removal of 

no trees; and  

WHEREAS, as the applicant has identified that the potential habitat for the Indiana 

Bat (USFWS Endangered) and the Northern Long-Eared Bat (USFS Threatened) exists in 

proximity to the subject property, no further evaluation will be required of this issue unless 

field conditions result in unanticipated tree removal or denuding; and  

WHEREAS, materials submitted in support of the proposed action include: 

a. Special Permit Application to the Board of Trustees dated May 23, 2019. 

b. Planning Board Application, submitted on March 25, 2019, revised May 22, 2019; 

and 

c.  As-Built Survey prepared by Global Land Solutions, dated March 20, 2019; and 

d. Photo Simulations prepared by Delta Oaks Group, dated March 22, 2019; and 

e. Viewshed and visibility analysis prepared by Virtual Site Simulations, LLC, dated 

May 20, 2019; and 

f. Short Environmental Assessment Form (EAF), dated (last revised) May 22, 2019; 

and 

g. EAF Visual Addendum; and 

h. Letter from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, dated March 18, 2019, with 

attachments relative to threatened and endangered species; and 

i. NYSDEC Environmental Site Remediation Database Search Details, relating to an 

off-site location; and 

j. Structural Analysis Report, prepared by GPD Engineering, dated April 23, 2019; 

and 

k. RF Emissions Compliance Report, prepared by Sitesafe, LLC, dated June 3, 2019; 

and 

l. Letters from PierCon Solutions, dated April 23, 2019 and May 22, 2019; and 
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m. Letters from Snyder and Snyder, LLP (Attorney for applicant), dated March 25, 

2019, April 23, 2019, May 23, 2019 and June 4, 2019, with attachments; and 

n. Letters from the Harris Corporation (on behalf of the MTA), dated March 22, 2019, 

April 23, 2019, and May 21, 2019; and 

o. Letter from Dynamic Environmental Associates, Inc., dated April 23, 2019, 

addressing threatened and endangered species; and 

p. FAA Tower Certification, dated March 13, 2019; and 

WHEREAS, the Village, on behalf of the Board of Trustees and Planning Board 

retained Henningson, Durham & Richardson (HDR) to review the radio frequency and other 

technical aspects of the application and reference is made to HDR’s technical review 

memorandum, dated June 9, 2019, with attachments; and  

WHEREAS, as the subject property is located outside of the PWSF Overlay District, 

site plan approval is required from the Planning Board and a Special Use Permit is required 

by the Village Board of Trustees; and  

WHEREAS, reference is made to a letter prepared by the Village Attorney, dated 

May 20, 2019, which outlines his interpretation and the application of Section 110-27.1, 

Personal Wireless Service Facilities Overlay District, of the Village Zoning Code; and  

WHEREAS, the application has been reviewed by the Building Inspector, Village 

Planner, Village Engineer and Village RF Engineer and reference is made to their review 

memorandums of various dates; and  

WHEREAS, the Planning Board is in receipt of a comment letter from the CAC, 

prepared by John Rhodes (undated); and  

WHEREAS, the proposed action was identified as an Unlisted Action under the State 

Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA) and the Planning Board served as Lead Agency 

during the coordinated review of the application; and 

WHEREAS, referrals and/or notifications to appropriate State, County and municipal 

entities and private property owner pursuant to General Municipal Law § 239-m, Village Law 

§ 7-725-b and Village Code have been made; and  

WHEREAS, as Lead Agency, the Planning Board Planning Board has compared the 

proposed action with the Criteria for Determining Significance in 6 NYCRR 617.7 (c) and 

considered all reasonably related long-term, short-term, direct, indirect, and cumulative 

environmental effects associated with the proposed action including other simultaneous or 

subsequent actions  

WHEREAS, on June 11, 2019, the Planning Board adopted a Negative Declaration, 

determining that the proposed action will not have a significant environmental impact and 

that a Draft Environmental Impact Statement would not be required to be prepared for the 

application; and  

WHEREAS, on June 11, 2019, the Planning Board adopted a Resolution of Approval 

of the Site Plan application, as modified, with numerous conditions of approval, including 

the requirement that the applicant secure a Special Permit form the Board of Trustees;  

WHEREAS, the Village Board of Trustees has conducted a duly noticed public 

hearing over a period of months, at which time all interested parties were afforded an 

opportunity to be heard.  

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees has duly considered the reports, legal 

memoranda, testimony and various other forms of input from the applicant and its 

representatives, the MTA, Village, professional staff, consultants and other involved or 

interested agencies, including but limited to the Planning Board and Conservation Advisory 

Council;  

WHEREAS, the Village Board of Trustees has applies and evaluated the application 

material referenced above in the context of the requisite standards set forth in Village Code 

§110-27.1 H (Special Permits for Sites Outside the Personal Wireless Service Facilities 

Overlay District)  
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NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT, the Village Board of Trustees has 

determined that as well as (a) satisfying a significant public safety issue identified by the 

Metropolitan Transit Authority and (b) achieving the Village policy of encouraging colocation, 

the application has properly satisfied the criteria for the issuance of a special permit 

pursuant to Village Code §110-27.1 in that: 

(1) The applicant has demonstrated that the personal wireless service facility is 

needed to provide coverage to for the various cellular providers to an area of the Village 

that currently has inadequate coverage for those providers and is of the minimum height 

and aesthetic intrusion necessary to provide that coverage; 

(2) That coverage for all the cellular providers cannot be provided by a personal 

wireless service facility located within the Personal Wireless Service Facilities Overlay 

District and the existing facility is insufficient from both a structural and radio frequency 

coverage perspective to accommodate the prospective collocated cellular providers; 

(3) That all reasonable measures in siting the personal wireless service facility 

within the Personal Wireless Service Facilities Overlay District have been exhausted as 

demonstrated in the instant application, as well as established by prior applications at this 

site; and 

(4) That technical and space limitations prevent location or colocation in the 

Personal Wireless Service Facilities Overlay District. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT, the Village Board of Trustees of the Village of 

Mount Kisco hereby grants Special Permit approval for the subject application as more 

particularly described in (hereafter referred to as the “approved plans”), prepared by Delta 

Oaks Group, dated (last revised) May 24, 2019:   

 Title Sheet (T-1) 

 Overall Site Plan (C-1.1) 

 Site Layout (C-1.2) 

 Grading Plan (C-2) 

 Erosion & Sediment Control Plan (C-2.1) 

 Landscaping Plan (C-2.2) 

 Tower Profiles (C-3.1) 

 Compound Layout & Photographs (C-3.2) 

 Civil Details (C-4, C-4.1, C-5, C-5.1, C-6, C-7) 

 Antenna Configuration (T-Mobile and MTA) (C-8) 

 Antennas & RDU Details (T-Mobile and MTA) (C-9) 

 Antenna Configuration and Details (Verizon) (C-10) 

 Antennas Configuration (AT&T) (C-11) 

 Antenna & RRU Details (AT&T) (C-12) 

 Grounding Plan (G-1) 

 Grounding Details (G-2, G-3) 

 General Notes (GN-1) 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT, this resolution of approval shall be subject to 

the provisions of Village Code 110-46 F, New York State Village Law § 7-7125-b and the 

following terms and conditions: 

1. All WHEREAS clauses contained within the body of this Resolution shall be 

deemed incorporated as conditions of approval, as if fully set forth herein. 

2. Applicant shall satisfactorily address any outstanding written comments 

provided by the Building Inspector, Village Planner, Village Engineer, Village RF Engineer 

and/or Village Attorney. 

3. Applicant shall comply with all conditions set forth in the Site Plan approval 

resolution of the Planning Board dated June 11, 2019, which such conditions shall be 

deemed incorporated by reference herein. 

4. Before commencement of any land disturbance, placing construction 

equipment on-site or actual construction, the subject property must be staked out by a NYS 
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Licensed Land Surveyor and applicant shall provide prior notice to the Village Manager 

before commencing any construction or on-site activities. 

5. Applicant shall be liable for any damage and/or restoration costs as a result of 

damage caused by construction to any Village property. 

6. Applicant shall obtain all necessary approvals from the FCC and any other 

governmental agency having jurisdiction. 

7. As-built drawings for each wireless carrier installation and for the MTA shall 

be submitted by a licensed professional engineer to the Village Manager. 

8. The number, size, and configuration of antennas shall be as depicted on the 

plans approved herein. 

9. No lighting shall be permitted on the tower or on any antenna array. 

10. The applicant shall be responsible for all site security of the Facility. 

11. Operations shall be maintained in accordance with the Village’s 

Telecommunications Code and all other relevant Village codes. Any change to the approved 

plans and as-builts that may be proposed in the future, including but not limited to the 

number, sizes, locations, and transmit powers or frequencies of antennas (including 

introduction of 5G services) shall be reviewed by the Planning Board prior to modification. 

All necessary approvals shall be obtained before any modifications to existing equipment are 

conducted. Additional co-location that may be contemplated at the site must first be 

approved by the Planning Board and Village Board of Trustees. 

12. All applicable Village code and other Federal/State requirements relating to 

construction, operations, periodic compliance reporting, certifications, permit renewals, and 

other items shall be adhered to by the applicant for the life of the facility. 

13. Failure to comply with any of the aforesaid conditions shall constitute a 

violation of Special Permit approval and shall subject the applicant to prosecution, penalties 

and/or permit revocations pursuant to applicable law. 

14. Nothing herein shall be deemed to waive, modify or relieve the applicant from 

securing all necessary approvals from other permitting boards, agencies or officials. 

15. The current Facility shall be removed, and remediated within 180 days of the 

new Facility being issued a temporary certificate of occupancy. 

16. This approval shall expire, without prior notification upon the expiration or 

termination of the lease between the Village of Mount Kisco and the applicant. 

17. The approval herein is expressly conditioned upon the Village and 

Metropolitan Transit Authority negotiating a mutually acceptable agreement for the 

provision of communications equipment (or funds therefore) for Village first responders and 

Village personnel. 

All in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Nay 

 

 

7) New Business: 

a. Schedule Public Hearing to Amend New Zoning Map – July 8, 2019 - 7:00 p.m. 

 A motion was made by Trustee Schleimer and was seconded by Deputy Mayor Farber 

to schedule a public hearing to amend the zoning map for Monday, July 8, 2019 at 7:00 

p.m.; all in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 
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   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

 

 

b. Resolution authorizing a real property tax settlement- 25 Hubbells Drive 

 A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Farber and was seconded by Trustee Schleimer 

to adopt the following resolution with a fair market assessment going forward from 2019:  

 

WHEREAS, petitions have been filed by the property owner below, challenging real 

property tax assessments on the Town and Village assessment rolls with respect to the 

following parcels: 

Property Owner Tax Designation  Years 

25 Hubbells Dr. 69.57-1-3.2 2014 to 2018 (Town) 

Mount Kisco Corp.  2014 to 2019 (Village) 

WHEREAS, petitioner's court challenge is now pending in the Supreme Court, Westchester 

County; and  

WHEREAS, the Village and the property owner have reached a mutually agreeable 

resolution;  

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Office of the Village Attorney is authorized to 

execute a settlement on behalf of the Town for assessments for no less than the following:  

Village Proceedings: 

Assessment Year:        Original:          Proposed Settlement:              Reduction: 

 2014                            $247,500         $183,150                                 $64,350 

2015                            $247,500         $163,020                                 $84,480 

2016                            $215,000         $169,200                                 $45,800 

2017                            $215,000         $164,400                                 $50,600 

2018                            $215,000         $170,150                                 $44,850 

2019                            $215,000         $165,270                                 $49,730 

 

Town Proceedings:  

Assessment Year:        Original:          Proposed Settlement:              Reduction: 

2014                 $462,500         $334,480                                 $128,020 

2015                            $440,000         $333,640                                 $106,360 

2016                            $440,000         $348,800                                 $91,200 

2017                            $400,000         $345,000                                 $55,000 

2018                            $360,000         $333,535                                 $26,465 

 

All in favor:  

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

 

c. 2018 LOSAP- Ambulance Corp 

  A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Farber and was seconded by Trustee Albanese 

to adopt the following resolution: 

 RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees, as sponsors of the Length of Service 

Award Program (LOSAP) for the Mount Kisco Volunteer Ambulance Corps, approve the 

points earned by active volunteers for calendar year 2018, including credit for past qualified 

service, as certified by Mount Kisco Volunteer Ambulance Corps Length of Service Award 

Program Committee on the attached lists, and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, Edward W. Brancati, Village Manager is authorized to sign the 

"2018 Sponsor Authorization Form". 
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All in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

    Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

    Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

    Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

 

d. Resolution authorizing Village Manager to sign Historic Register Application-

Kirbyville Historic Cultural Landscape 

 Ralph Vigliotti began by saying that the team was commissioned by Harry McCartney 

and Eva Marshall to take a close look at the Kirbyville section of Mount Kisco, which most 

people do not know, had a large industrial area including several saw mills and factories 

back in the 19th century.  This application outlines the history that Mount Kisco has and 

hopefully will be included in the State and National Register of Historic Places program and 

he appreciates the Board supporting this application. 

 

  A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Farber and was seconded by Trustee 

Schleimer to adopt the following: 

Resolution of Support for the State and National Register of Historic Places 

Program Application for the Kirbyville Historic Cultural Landscape 

 

Whereas, the Mount Kisco Historical Society would like to designate Kirbyville Historic 

Cultural Landscape with the State and National Registers of Historic Places Program; 

 

Whereas, The Kirbyville Historic Cultural Landscape extends from the area surrounding 

Leonard Park (Main Street and South Bedford Road), including the French Revolutionary 

War Encampment, the St. George’s/ St. Mark’s Historic Cemetery, and follows the Kisco 

River south and west past the site of the 18th century gristmill, an 1828 stone/mortar 

bridge, the large remains of the mid-19th century dam, west past the site of the Spencer 

Optical Factory, and past other industrial sites; 

 

Whereas, the Village/Town of Mount Kisco is the owner of the Kirbyville Historic Cultural 

Landscape and would like to nominate and support the consideration and inclusion in the 

State and National Register of Historic Places; 

 

Now, Therefore, Let it be Resolved that the Board of Trustees of the Village/ Town of 

Mount Kisco hereby approve and support the application for the Kirbyville Historic Cultural 

Landscape  for consideration in the State and National Register of Historic Places; 

 

Further be it Resolved, that the Board of Trustees authorizes the Village Manager to sign 

said application and statement of owner support. 

 

All in favor:     Motion Adopted  

    Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

    Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

    Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

 

e. Resolution Authorizing Village Treasurer to Pay Certain Claims in Advance of 

Village Board Audit and Approval 

  A motion was made by Trustee Schleimer and was seconded by Deputy Mayor Farber 

to adopt the following: 
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RESOLVED, in order to avoid paying late fees, the Village Treasurer is authorized to pay in 

advance of audit, claims for public utility services (electric, gas, and telephone services), 

credit cards, postage charges, and those contractual lease payments coming due before the 

next regularly scheduled Board of trustees meeting, provided that such claims shall be 

presented at the next regular meeting for audit. This authorization shall expire the first 

regular meeting held in September 2019. 

All in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

    Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

    Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

    Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

 

f. SPCA Contract Extension   

  A motion was made by Trustee Schleimer and was seconded by Trustee Albanese 

authorizing the Village Manager to sign the extension of the SPCA contract; all in favor:  

Motion Adopted  

    Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

    Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

    Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

 

 

8) Bills: General, Senior Nutrition, Water, Sewer, Library and Capital Project Funds 

 

A motion was made by Trustee Albanese and was seconded by Deputy Mayor Farber to pay 

the bills as submitted on June 12, 2019 for the months of May and June 2019 as follows:  

General Fund     $ 634,882.79 

Water Fund     $ 411,527.39 

  Sewer Fund     $   12,684.16 

  Library Fund     $    7,416.01 

  Capital Fund     $ 231,344.83 

  Trust Fund     $   11,349.52 

     TOTAL   $ 1,309,204.70 

All in favor:  

Motion Adopted  

    Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

    Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

    Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

 

 

 

9) Minutes:  

a. VB - Regular Meeting 4-15-2019 

A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Farber and was seconded by Trustee Schleimer 

to accept the April 15, 2019 meeting minutes, all in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 
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b. VB- Regular Meeting 4-29-2019 

A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Farber and was seconded by Trustee Schleimer 

to accept the April 29, 2019 meeting minutes, all in favor: 

 Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

 

 

c. VB – Regular Meeting 5-6-2019 

A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Farber and was seconded by Trustee Schleimer 

to accept the May 6, 2019 meeting minutes, all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

 

  

10) Non-Local Business: – None. 

 

11) Public Comment: -  

 

 

There being no further business to come before the Board, Mayor Picinich made a 

motion to go into executive session for the purposes of discussing the employment history 

and employment of a particular person as well as the proposed lease of real property 

whereby publicity would substantially affect the value thereof at 8:55 pm and was seconded 

by Trustee Albanese; all in favor:  

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

  

Trustee Albanese made a motion to come out of executive session at 10:02 p.m and 

was seconded by Deputy Mayor Farber; all in favor 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

 

 Deputy Mayor Farber made a motion to authorize the Mayor to sign the employment 

agreement with Peter Miley to serve as the Building Inspector for the Village/Town of Mount 

Kisco for a three year term effective December 1, 2018; all in favor 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 
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 Mayor Picinich made a motion to close the Village Board meeting at 10:05 p.m. and 

was seconded by Trustee Schleimer; all in favor 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

   Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

 

 

_________________________ 

       Edward W. Brancati 

       Village Manager 

/lh 

 

 


